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Character of a WHIG. 


Ri HE World has been ſo often 
= Amuſed with vain and ſenſeleſs 
__ = Precenders in Publick Undertak- 
_— ings, that tis no Wonder to find 
every Thing of that kind receiv'd with 
Difhd«nce arid Caution: And tho' there is 
nothing more naturally raiſes, and excites 
the Curioftty of human Nature, than the 
Pretence of ' advancing ſome new, and on- 
heard of Project: Let like Quacks, and ſuch 
other confident Impoſtors, ſo many are the 
Intruders and empty Pretenders this Way ; 
and ſo few, that Anſwer in any Degree of 
Competency to what they do thus pretend, 
that 1n order to our better Judging, whether 
the Scheme advanc'd be either. Probable or 
Practicable: Such particular Marks and 
Characters of the * ought to Preface 
IT TIN ST 2 7 it 


" 
it into the World, as may at leaſt take off 
all juſt prejudice of this kind. 


'A _ Senſe therefore of the Reaſona- 
blenels of This, as well as to anticipate all 
doubts of this nature, leads me in the firſt 
place, ſo far to give an Account of my own 
Character and Abilities, which as from 
the Genius and Spirit that will appear in 


ik my Capacity this way: So from the 
Influence that muſt naturally ariſe there- 
from, it may not be altogetlier unuſeful to 
the forwarding, and further extending even 
the WOA « it (elf. 1 8 


Tho' it is v 
tertain you with a long detail of my Genea- 
logy : Yet as ſome confiderable Marks of 
Diſtin&ion in Great and Extraordinary Per- 
ſonages, have been frequently fetch'd from 
the Blood and Stock they came of, it cannot. 


and Important Deſign we are going to carry 


on, with ſome ſhort Narrative this way. . 


Wuen Teonfſider the Spirit ind CharsRer: 
of my Mother, it were I muft own a con- 
ſiderable Advance, 1 to aſſert 


who was my Father; yet from ſome parti- 


cular Turns and Diſpoſitions which 1 find 
inſeparable 


ny Part of them, they will abundantly _ 
= 


it of my Deſign, to ef; 


be altogether improper to uſher in the great 
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inſeparable from my Nature, I cannot but 
think He whom I found to cohabit with Her, 
durinz my Minority and ſtay with her, had 
at leaſt a large Share in my Production. 


As to his Character, tho' it was ſomething 
extraordinary, yet it was very common, and 
well known in the Times he liv'd in: Twas 
a Compound of Preaching and Fighting; 
and tho' from the Correſpondence he appe- 
| pears to have had with my Mother, it may 

bo eaſily gather d, He had ſome little inter- 
courſe with the Fleſh ; Yet was it no Hin- 
drance to his more Publick, and better 
known Dealings wi:h the Spirit. In his 
more particular Denomination He diſtin- 
guiſh'd himſelf among thoſe, who were ſaid 
to be MEN ABOVE ORDINANCES: and ſo Fer- 
tile was his Conception in his way, that not 
a Month paſs d, without his advancing ſome 
new Scheme, either in Religion or Politicks. 
But as the tenderneſs of my Vears, and the 
very early ſhifts I was forc'd to make in 
Lite, ſoon ſnatch'd me from his Influence, 
and conſequently the Advantage of his Do- 
cuments, I am able to give very little Ac- 
count, how far I may be the Inheritor of his 
Genius, in the particulars of his Invention ; 
tho' thus much might be ſaid to evince ſuch 
a Thought, as that it is not unnatural. Lea- 
ving therefore the Spirit and Character of 


my 


1 
my SixE to ſpeak it ſelf, in the more elabo- 
tate Hiſtories that have fully delivered them 
to the World, that of my Own being only 
what we delign'd to Preface the great un- 
dertaking we are engagd in; conſequently 
calls for our more immediate Regard. 


When ] was arriv'd to fix Years of Age; 
the Revolutions in publick Affairs, and the 
fear of the Gallows having driven my Pa- 
rents to ſeek their ſecurity in Places far Re- 
mote from that of my Nativity; not being 
at thoſe Years portable to their neceſſitous 
and Fugitive Condition, I found my ſelf 
committed to the Care of the Pariſh. Be- 
ing us d to hardſhip, the Parſimony of my 
Nurſe, (under whoſe ſole Juriſdiction and 
Government I was plac'd) gave me very 
little uneaſineſs at the Change of my Con- 
dition; nor was it indeed long, before the 
Delertion of my Parents prov'd in no {mall 
Degree the Advancement of my Fortune: 
Whether it was owing to ſome favourable 
Account my Parochial Providitreſs might 
give of her Charge, or ſome private Obſer- 
vation made of me, by the Lady her ſelf, 
was the Cauſe of my ſo ſudden and unex- 
poſes Promotion, I cannot recount ; but ſix 
onths had not paſs'd, before from the 
common Care of the Pariſh, I commenc'd 
the particular one of a noble and excellent 
Patron- 


SS 

Patroneſs. As her firſt care was to give 
ſuch a Change to my Cloaths, as might 
render me fitter than 1 was before, for the 
Appearance of her Houle : So her next was 
the Improvement of my Manners, by ſend- 
ing me to School : The early Advantages 
I made of this her favourable influence, fur- 
niſhing me out with the neceſſary Qualifi- 
cations of Reading and Writing; and by 
that time I was Fourteen, theſe having added 
to them a competent Progreſs in the Gram- 
mar, the natural Aſpiringneſs of my Genius, 
and activeneſs of my Temper, ſoon led me 
to exerting ſome. of my Talents, and giv- 
ing ſome promiſing Beginnings of what 
might be expected from me. 


Tho' from the Nature and Tendency of my 

preſent Deſign, it will be eaſily gather d, I 

ave taken a diſlike to every Thing I have 
yet found in the World, call'd Religion; and 
that from thence I conſequently took up the 
GREAT PURPOSE of forming one, that was Ex- 
TIRELY NEW, and never yet heard of, different 
from them all: Yet as it has been frequently 
obſerv d, that Nature has it's particular Anti- 
pathies, and bears a ſtronger bound and Ani- 
moſity againſt ſome things more than others: 
So ] cannot but obſerve in my own Temper, 
This has remarkably taken Place. The 
Church of England and her Clergy were 

ever, by I know not what ſort of Biaſs in 
| | Nature, | 
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Nature, Objects, of my moſt implacable Aver- 
ſion; and therefore it was, that my firſt Et- 
forts in the Capacity of Authorſhip, were 
levell'd againſt them. I ſhall not enter into 
the particulars of my many noble Atchiev- 
ments this way; but 1 can, in the general, 
aſſure you, they were ſuch as ſoon gain'd me 
the Notice, and ina very ſhort time the En- 
couragement of all, who find either their In- 
tereſt or Entertainments in theſe fort ot 
Rencounters. The Talent I had herein, re- 
ſulting from a Radicated hatred I had in my 
very Nature againſt Prieſts, and what I was 
very early Taught by my Father to call 
Prieſtcraft, as it ſhow'd it ſelf in my very In- 
fancy, conſiderably improv'd with my years 
which we are now to conſider as more 
immediately engag'd in the more Publick 
and active Parts of my Life. 


Having given you this ſuccinct Account, 
both of my Naturals and Acquirements, 1 
am now to inform you, I had left the Lady 
from whom J receiv'd the Letter, and puſh'd 
on by neceſſity, bad Cloaths, want of Cre- 

dit, and ſuch other common Incentives to 
the Powers of Invention, I turn'd all my 
Thoughts to the bettering ſuch irkſome 
Circumſtances. You will eaſily gather in 
this Scene of my Life, the internal Cravings 
of my Stomach, and the angry Expoſtula- 
| tions 
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tions of my Landlady for the Sheets which 
ſhe otten told me 1 foal'd, not a little for- 
warded my purpoſes of Action; and as I 
quickly obſerv'd (what was my natural Aver- 
ſion) the PaRsoxNs grow into a ſort of 
taſhionable Quality, and deem'd a part of 
modern Politeneſs, I readily concluded on 
exerting my Talent. The various ſhapesin 
which Iappear'd this Way, would amount to 
the Bulk of a conſiderable, Catalogue to 
deſcend to each particular; but as it was 
my promiſe at the firſt ſetting out, to give 
the judicious at _ ſome _ doe ö 4 
my being more than common ity' 
for the Work I have in hand, : 3 
count of ſome particulars cannot be thought 
Ill to acquit the Obligation. In the Dif- 
charge of this Part, I ſhall have ſuch an Eye 
to Chronology, as may give you ſome Idea 
of the ſeveral Steps I have made from my 
firſt Appearance to publick view ; and tho' 
from the many different Names to which 
theſe my Pertormances have been apply'd, 
ſome may be tempted to think I Arrogate 
Honours to my ſelf that do not belong to 
4 me: Yet when it is conſider d I was the 
great Spirit, and Genius that mov d each of the 
particulars I ſhall mention the different Deno- 
minations under which we know them, are to 
be taken only for the Vehicles, or Conduits, 
dy which I exhibited my ſelf to the World. 
1 8 — —_—_— 
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Taking then my Catalogue from the beſt 
of my Memory, I am firſt to inform you [ 
appear'd under the Name of Blount ; and 
bore in my Title the Oracles of Reaſon. This 
was quickly ſucceeded by what was call'd 
by me Preeſtcraft, and then my Name was 

ickeringill; after this I was known under 
the Appellation of the Kights of the Chriſtian 
Church; then in A Letter concerning Ent huſi- 
aſm ; next from an Account of the growth of 
Dei|m ; next from A Brief but clear Confuta- 
tion of the Doctrine of the Trinity; Brief Notes 
on the Creed of Athanaſius ; Chriſtianity not 
Myſterious; The unreaſonableneſs of making, and 
Impqing Creeds ; and Laſtly, from a New 
Goſpel which 1 called Nazarenns ; and 
with this I finiſh my firſt Bundle. 


But as theſe were ſuch as were only read 
by the Men of Books; however they might 
ſpeak my Genius & Capacity, they were con- 

equently known by very few; and therefore 
the better to extend my Abilities to yet more 
publick and general Notice, I have lately 


cChoſe to contract my Compoſitions in a yet » 


more narrow compaſs, and by that means 
hand them to publick Obſervation, once or 
twice a W ek in the Dreſs of Frtr- 
THINKERS, INDEPENDENT-WuHIccs, LoN- 
box JovrNars, and ſuch other Denomi- 
nations 


(11 ] 
nations, as the Times, and my own Fan- 
cy ſhould furniſh me out with ; as their Na- 
ture and Spirit are very well known, I ſhall 
not give any further Accounts of them ; but 
as they were entirely undertaken by me 
to pave the way to the preſent Great De- 
ſign I have in view, I thought it proper 
thus far to mention them; And one other 
Remarkable concerning them I cannot omit, 
that the general Approbation they have 
found, and the Uſes they have been put to, 
have been ſo far of Service to me, as not on- 
ly to better my Cloaths, but by the Subſcrip- 
tions, and other Methods, that have been 
taken for my Gratuity, have furniſh'd out 
my Pocket a ſufficient Security againſt Bai- 
liffs; and in ſome Degree provided for my 
Bottle and Wench. 


Aſter this Ample Account of my Genius 
and Qualifications, with the ſeveral Steps of 
my Progreſs, to the preſent Scene and Situ- 
ation of my Life: It will not be amils as a 
Mark of my S1nctruTy, to deal plainly in 


the Matter, and at once to inform the 


World fo far of the Negative Part of my 
Character, as to aſſure it, 1 Au No CHRIS» 
TIAN: For tho the Remarkable Ani- 
moſity with which I have purſu'd the 
Church of Exgland in particular, may 
lead the gentle Reader to think the 

B 2 whole 
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whole of my Reſentment determin'd there- 
to: Yet I cannot but think it properly in- 
troductive to the Work I have in hand, fully 
to declare my felt equally an Enemy to the 
Chriſtian Religion in general ; and that the 
Inveteracy I have always, and in all Shapes 
lo remarkably ſhown againſt it, with the ſee- 


ming Correſpondence and Harmony I have 


of late cultivated with all its Enemies, eſpe- 
cially of a PROTESTANT STAMP, is no other- 
ways to be conſider d, than as the Former al- 
ways appear'd to me the moſt formidable 
and beſt concerted Branch thereof, and the 
Ignorance and Perverſneſs of the other, 


furniſh'd me with proper Tools for the pul- 


ling down the whole. 


Tho' this full Declaration may be thought 


very extraordinary, and going a length I 
have never been obſerv'd to do before; yet 
as SINCERITY in this Argument has of late 
been ſo very much enforc'd, and indeed 
made a Reaſon to juſtify every thing elle ; 
and as it has been a juſt reproach of- 
ten thrown in my Teeth, that while I was 
evidently bending all my Studies and en- 
deavours for the Deſtruction of Chriſtianity, 
I have yet skreen'd my ſelf under its Name 
and Profeſſion ; I thought my felt oblig'd at 
leaſt in this my laſt and belt performance, 
to be open and plain; and ſince my deep 
and 


[12 1 


and elaborate ſearches of this nature have 
cCconcluded me directly againſt, not only all 
| other Religions that have yet appear in the 
World, but more eſpecially what is call'd 
the CHRISTIAN REL1G10N : I think it wou'd 
not conſiſt with my Honour and Integrity to 
make ſo much as any Pretenſions to that. 


* | * Thus having by this full Account of my 
Character and Genius, as I think, ſufficiently 
anticipated all doubt of my Abilities ; I pro- 
ceed now more immediately to the Woxx 
I propoſe, which without any further Cir- 
cumlocution, is plainly this, viz. To make or 
form a new Syſtem of Religion, different from 
| any the World has yet ever beard of, whether 

of Pagan, Turkiſh, Jewiſh, or Chriſtian Ex- 
| raft; and that we may propoſe what we 
have to offer in the cleareſt View, it may 
not be improper to conſider it, firſt, in its 
negative, and Secondly, in its affirmative 
Parts. By its negative Parts, 1 underſtand 
{uch peculiar particulars both in its Nature 
and Oeconomy, as will diſtinguiſh and ren- 
der it different from every Thing of this 
ind, that has as yet been propos d to the 
World; and by its affirmative, ſuch particu- 
lar or rather general Rules and Principles, 
as ſhall be laid down for the Management 
of the whole. And firſt we are to conſider 

| it 
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itin its negative Parts; and this we ſhall do 
in theſe two diſtinct Views, vi⁊. 
Firſt, The Form or manner of its Oecono- 
my or Government. Secondly, in the Rules 
ps by which it is to be Gover- 


And firſt of the Form c. 


And thisI am to inform you in the firſt by 


Place is to be entirely without PRIESTS; this 
tho' it may ſeem at firſt View a Scheme of 
Church Governmententirely new, and what 
was before never yet heard of, yet I muſt 
own I took the firſt hint of it in my Thoughts, 
from that illuſtrious and well known Mo- 
narch of IMMORTAL and Grokzious MEMory, 
JeRoBoan, the Son of Nx BAT. It is true 
he thought fit to retain the Name; but as 
by the Choice he made, he effectually de- 


froy'd the Thing, wiz. a PRIEsTNHOOD, I have 
thought my felf oblig'd to pay this regard 


to his Memory, not but I muſt and have 
before * inſiſted in my own particular, that 
the Pretences of theſe PRESS to teaching 
and governing in matters of Religion, is af 


late and modern inſtitution, The Antients ? 
being taught by Philoſophers and not by Prieſts; 


and that tis from this their late Obtruſion 


CE ——. 
— —— 2 


— 


* vid. Independent Whig, 


into 
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into the Office of Teaching, that all the free 
and generous Methods of thinking, which 
under their Tuition ſo much obtain d, have 
been ſocramp'd and abridg d. The Mono- 
poly the PR Ixsrs have made, by I muſt own 
a long Preſcription of every Thing which we 
call teaching or Inſtruction in what is call'd 
Religion, will I readily apprehend, give us 
ſome trouble to rid them out of all manage- 
ment in our preſent Deſign ; and I muſt 
own of late, ſome of them have not been 
unuſetul towards the forwarding what is 
our preſent Intention to finiſh. But as I have 
ſo very often declar'd my ſelf in this parti- 
_ cular, that I am reſolv'd not to retain fo 
much as even the Name of a Prits5T in this 
my new Syſtem ; and tho' it may be admit- 
ted there are ſome of them that might, and 
have been uſeful Inſtruments to my preſent 
purpoſe : Yet tho it may be found eaſy 
enough to make them part with what they 
call their REeticiton and ChRISTIANrrr: 
Yet they will never be ſo eaſily prevail d 
on to part with their Revenues. How 
great they are, and conſequently what a con- 
ſiderable Charge might be ſav d to the pub- 
lick, by a total Expulſion of them out of 
Society, and ſubſtituting a ſet of jolly Fel- 
lows, who (as I have before obſery'd in this 


Argu- 
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Argument in the Caſe of the * Quakers) 
will do their Buſineſs as WEII, and BetTER 

for NoTHING ; the many fat Benefices there 

are at this Day to be found in Exgland, will 
readily ſuggeſt; and therefore as the good 
of the whole is by all the reaſonable Laws 
of Society to take Place, notwithſtand- 

ing ſome particular inconveniencies that 
may attend it: I promiſe my {elf all my 
intelligent Readers will conclude with me, 
That nothing leſs than a total Expulſion 
of the very Name, as well as Thing out of 
our Soctety, will render our Syſtem of Go- 
vernment and Religion, compleat and 


perfect. 


I 'am readily aware 4 this ſo ample 
Declaration of my purpoſe, I ſhall have my 
Dovsrt ChIxx'D Antagoniſts immediately 
in an uproar; the Bell will be inſtantly 


Rung, and the noble Doctors down to the 


Dx ay-Hoxsts ThE Curartts f will take 
the Alarm : Such a formidable Attempt not 
only upon T1Txt Pio, but Tithes them- 
ſelves will fill the Purtezt every where 
with Noiſe, and outcry ; to have our old ſo 
often inculcated Syſtem at once exploded 


vide Independent Whig. + Letter to Parſon Abe- 
roni, aud Independent Whis 5 


and 


\ 


EY 
and caſt off, and our whole Train of con- 
ſtitutive Regents, PROrnExrs, APOSTLES, 
EVvANGEL1STS, PASTORS, TEACHERS, (FC. no 
longer thought on or regarded, will in the 
Nature of the Thing, and therefore it muſt 
be expected by us, fill our Ears with the dinn, 
as far as their Clamour and Influence can 
extend, of nothing but BLASPHEMY, ATHEI- 


* $M, SACRILEDGE, INFIDELITY, and what not; 


and it may not improbably happen, that 
many of the Mozs and unthinking Herd 
may joyn in the Cry; but as the NaruxE and 
Gtoxky of the Action it ſelf has, and will be 
ſufficiently made appear, and the immedi- 
ate Intereſt that flows to all the worthy 
undertakers ſo readily, is evident; we can- 


not but perſuade our ſelves our deſign will 
be ſufficiently ſupported with Strength 


and Numbers to prevail, notwithſtanding- 


the Oppolition it muſt at firſt expect to find. 


You ſee J have not repreſented our Great 
and noble UxDERTAX IN fo entirely diffe- 
rent from all others of that kind, as to be 
without its Difficulties; but as every thing, 


that can be thought of this way, can only 


flow from the PAarsoxs, and the Moss, 1 
cannot but think we need have very little 
Apprehenſions about them. As to what 
can be ſaid by the firſt, is very little to 


be minded, and tho' the laſt, ſhould they 


=. prove 
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prove ruſty, may be ſomething formidable: 
Yet I cannot but promiſe my felt, they be- 
ing immediately quitted from the Exaction 
of Tithes, will make them run very eaſi- 
ly into our Scheme. 


However, I have diſcharg'd my ſelf with 
the utmoſt Sincerity, in mentioning thus 
much to you, and it any are of ſuch da- 
ſtardly Spirits, to be frighted with ſuch 
petty Incumbrances as theſe, they are at 
eaſt, very unkt to engage in our firſt 
Settings out, and conſequently muſt here- 
after be content with a leſs Share of the 
Advantages that will reſult therefrom. 


Shou'd there be any ſo weak, as to be 
mov'd with the empty Thundrings of the 
Pritsrs, and ſtart at the Sound of Sacki- 
LEDGE and ſuch other full mouth'd Vocite- 
rations, * I can only refer ſuch to my former 
elaborate Proof; that there Neither it nor 
can be am ſuch Thing in Nature; and till 
they are fully perſuaded of the Force and 
Cogency ot my Reaſoning this way, I muſt 
be ſo free to tell them they are not yet qua- 
lity'd to be Members of the New Chuck, 


and New RtL1610N here propos d and re- 


commended to the World. 


* See London Jourral on Sacrilcdge. 
Tho 
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Tho' this my Condeſcenſion in thus anti- 
cipating Objections and Remora's, may ſeem 
too much to recede from the Spirit and Dig- 
nity of the Character with which 1 firſt en- 
ter d on this Project; yet as it has been al- 
ways my Complaint of the Prejudice of 
Education, and how apt it is to break in up- 
on and cramp every Great and generous 
Freedom of thought; I have therefore to 
prevent Surpriſe if it ſhould happen, ven- 
tur d thus lightly to hint to you what will 


probably be ſuggeſted of that kind. 


But not to dwell longer on the dark 
ſide ot our Project, having ſufficiently al- 
ready to the intelligent, preſented the Rea- 
ſons of the Neceſſity and Advantages of ex- 
cluding the Name of a PRIESrHOOD out of 
the New Church and Religion we are go- 
ing to ſet up : Our Thoughts will naturally 
lead us in the next Place to enquire who 


we are to have in their ſtead. But as what 


we are now more immediately engag d in, is 
to lay before you only the negative Parts of 
our Deſign, the order of our diſcourſe re- 
quires us to refer that to a more pro- 
per Occaſion, and purſue yet ſuch further 
Remarkables of this Sort as muſt, and ought 
to fall under our Notice; and therefore in 
the ſecond Place we are to obſerve to you, 

C 2 | that 
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that as there is to be no ſuch Thing as 
Palksrs in the Church or Religion propos'd, 
neither {hall there be any ſuch Thing as 


PRIESTCRAET. | 


The Reaſon of this will readily appear, 
when it is conſidered, that the very End pro- 
pos'd by thus totally excluding the CRAFI $- 
MEN, is the main and moſt effectual way to 
get rid of the Crarr it ſelf: And indeed 
both the CRArr and the CRAFrTsMEN, are ſo 
mutually knit and interwoven- together, 

that 'twill be impoſſible to part them; and 
therefore the ſame Reaſon and Neceſſity, 
that obliges us to the entire extirpation and 
expulſion of the one, equally extends to 
the abollition of * and we muſt 
not expect either Ezſe or Settlement in 
the Scheme we propoſe, till both are de- 
ſtroy d. All therefore we are to conſider 
in the preſent Cale is, what the Craft is, 
and how we may moſt effectually abo- 
liſh and deſtroy it ? The one being neceſ- 
ſary, to point out to our worthy Members 
the Objects they are to engage againſt, and 


the other, to ſhew them the Reward of“ 


their Conqueſts. What the Craft is? 1 

cannot but think, I ought fully to explain, 

and lay betore you, as highly requiſite to 

be particularly underſtood ; and therefore, 
as you may be poſſibly deceiv'd, and run 
SED Into 
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into it, by the vatious Shapes and Dreſſes 
in which it appears in the World, while 
your Intention is to oppoſe and deſtroy 
it: I ſhall place it in ſo general, and ex- 
tenſive a View, as will render you able 
to know it, and conſequently oppoſe it, 
in whatever Shape you find it. 


By PRIEsTCRArr then you are to under- - 
ſtand every Pretence to ſuch a thing as a 
Divine REveLAT1ON, denominate it how 
you will. As for Inſtance, take it in the 
Account of the Jews, and their PRIxsrs, 
and you will find it calld the Law, de- 
liver'd by Moſes and the Prophets; from 
the Chriſtians, and they add to this, what 
they call their Gosr EI: Go to the Turks, 
and they call it their Azcoran ; The Pa- 
gans, and they call it their Dxxaxts and 
Vistoxs; but whatever Pretences of this 
kind preſent themſelves to you, whether 
written or unwritten, as it muſt be the 
great, and indeed only neceſſary Article of 
your CREED, to believe them to be all 
Sham and Impoſture, ſo you are to puſh” 
your utmoſt Force againſt them, and ba- 
niſh them out of the World wherever you 


come. 


There being nothing more requiſite to 
any new Building, than the laying a good 
and 
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and firm Foundation, and conſequently no- 
thing more neceſſary to our preſent Under- 
taking than to fix, and ſettle its great and 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE : I have taken 
the more Pains to be very particular and 


plain, in that the whole of what we have 


to offer depends ſo much thereon. You 


are therefore not only to conſider, but well 


to remark and remember, that the Exclu- 
ſion of every ſuch Thing as Pr1ests and 
PrIESTCRAFT, or what they call Divine Re- 
velation, however denominated, are to be 
eſteem d and adjudg d, not barely as only 


Negative Parts of our preient Syſtem, but 


neceſſary and conſtitutive Requiſites, with- 
out the utter abolition and extinction of 
which, it cannot 22 ſubſiſt; and there- 
fore they are to be oppos d and exploded 
with Might and Main, as Contradictions 


together. 


After this neceſſary Preliminary, it may 
not be improper to proceed to the poſitive 
Barts of our Scheme; for it may be re- 


member d. as we promis d to conſider it 


in its negative Parts, which we have ſtated 
to be, its being without Prieſt and Prieſi- 
craft, or as we then expreſs d our ſelves, 
the Form or Manner of its Government, 
and the Rules and Principles by which it is 


in Nature, and what can by no means live 
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to be GovxxxED: So likewiſe we engag d 
equally to preſent ſuch Particular, or ra- 
ther General Rur xs and PRIxcipIL Es, as are 
proper for the Management of the whole. 


The proſecution of this, will abundantly 
diſtinguiſh what we are engag in, from 
any Thing that has yet paſsd before it of 
this Nature; what has been done either 
by our own or other worthy Hands in this 
Way, being moſtly calculated to the De- 
ſtruction ot what was already in being, ra- 


ther than for the ſetting up any Thing New 


in its ſtead. But as it was our profeſs'd 


| Deſign at firſt ſetting out, to go farther than 


any who have yet gone betore us, ſo we 


mean now not to be worſe than our Word ; 


and therefore we ſhall propoſe what we 
have to offer of this kind, under theſe 
two diſtin views. EE es 


Firſt, With regard to Rer1c10N, and, 
S:condly, Por rricxs. 


There being nothing in which we are 
engag d in publick Life, but what in a great 
Meaſure comes under one of theſe two 


Heads, I have the rather choſe to mention 
them, to render our Worx not only as 
uſeful, but as extenſive as might be; and 
firſt then I am to lay before you you A 
1 ENE- 
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GENERAL 1 in REe11c10N as may 
be properly fitted for you to deport your 
ſelf in regard thereto. 2 


And now for your Encouragement, I 
cannot but take this Opportunity to aſſure 
ou, it is not my Deſign in the leaſt to 
ad you with Difficulties, the Averſion I 
have contracted againſt PxIEsTSs and their 
Revelations being, I muſt own, chiefly 
owing to the HARD Rvres of Duty they 
lay down of this kind ; and therefore, as it 
was my firſt Purpoſe to have nothing in 
common with them, the great Principle 
by which I would have you a& in this 
Matter, will be ſo eaſy and plain, that 1 
cannot but be very ſure it can give Diſtaſte 
to none but Pr1tsrs, and thoſe who are 
biggotted to their Pretences of Revelation. 
To quit you then at once of the Trouble 
of turning over the Tous of the Learn- 
ed, and purplexing your ſelf with any of 
their Subtilties, the Religion I propoſe will 
carry you no further than your ſelf, for 
every Rule of your Duty. Tour WIIL is 
only to be your Rule. 


It will be eaſily obſervd how much I 
ſtudy Plainneſs and Perſpicuity in every 
Thing I propoſe. There have been ſome, 
and thoſe too not inconſiderable - my 
; em- 
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Cotemporaries, who have given this my 
ſhort and Praix PRiINciPLE of RELIGION 
abundance of different Names ; as for In- 
ſtance, ſome have call'd it R Aso, others 
FREe-T HIXKING, others Licnyt-Wirrin , 
others Conscitence ; our moſt Modern 
PERSUASION, SINCERITY, Oc. But as amidſt 
all this vaſt Variety in termints, no more is 
meant than what is contain'd in this honeſt, 
fingle Syllable which I have choſe , - ( wiz. 
the WII) I ſhall not trouble you further 
in their Enumeration. | 


You will remember then, (for in the Bu- 
ſineſs of a 8 r as this 
is, you ought always to have it in 
Mind) That your * alone is the ſole 
Rule by which you are to go; and tho 
ſome of the other Words that -may have 
been made ule of on this Occaſion, may 
not be amiſs, yet above all, you muſt be 
ſure never to call it your Conscttxce ; be- 
cauſe it ſeems to take in the UN DERSHAN D- 
ING as well as the Witt, which-Imuſt once 
for all inform you, will never agree with 
the Reticion I propoſe to ſet up. Upon 

the ſame Reaſon alſo, you muſt never for 
the future call it FxeETHINKING, REASON; 
c. As for PERSUASION, SINCERITY, and 
ſuch other more Modern Phraſes, I am not 


ſo averſe to, becauſe no Man to be ſure can 


DD be 
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be PerSvADED to do a Thing, but he is of 
Conſequence WIN to do it: And if 
by Sincerity, be only meant being in Ear- 
neſt, it may very well comport with being 
as we ſay reſfolv'd, or I will do fo; and ſo 
comes under our General Principle of ma- 
king our WII Is the only Rule or Standard 
ot our Duty. 


I have taken the more Pains to fix and 
explain this GREAT and FUNDAMENTAL 
PRINCIPLE, and to place it rather in the 
Wu than the UN DñERSTAN DING, becauſe 
as tis, and will be the great Baſis on which 
our whole Syſtem muſt be framed; ſo it 
will eaſe us of abundance of troubleſome 
Diſputes and Controverſies, to which it 
muſt have been neceſſarily ſubjeted, had 
it been plac'd in the UNDERSTANDING. For 
as it has ever yet been found in Experience 
in the Caſe of the Px1tsrs and their Scheme, 


that the Appeal to the UnpexsranpinG, | 


to which all their ſeveral Pretenſions re- 
cur, has created that continual and eternal 
Wrangle among them, as all their Appli- 
cation cannot put an end to; ſo it will be 
found much eaſier in the nature of the thing, 
to.come to a Reſolution, with regard to 
the WII, than the UNDERSTANDING ; as it 
is much eaſier to know what I am WitLinG 
ſhould be, than Philoſophically to deter- 


mine, 
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mine, or UN DERSrAN D what really is. The 
firſt admits of no ſuch thing as Scepticiſm, 
every Man being certain of the Concluſion 

of his own WII; but in the Caſe of the 
UNDERSTANDING, there cannot ſure be pre- 
tended an equal Certainty. *Tis not there- 
fore only becauſe this Principle is New, and 
conſequently is upon that Account better 
fitted to our preſent Deſign, but as from 
the Nature of it, it is ſuited thereto, and 
will anſwer every poſſible End we can pro- 

pole in its Application. | 15 


Having by this Time fully explain d and 
inforc d the Nature of the GRAN D PRIN- 
CIPLE in which we are to go, it will not 
improperly yet further illuſtrate my Mean- 
ing, it I here take the Liberty to alter what 
Ihave found by my ſelf ſaid on this Subject, 
when my Thoughts of it were really the 
ſame as now, tho not ſo clearly expreſs d. 
Thus when I formerly (as I have before 
mention d to you) avowedly exploded eve- 
ry ſuch Thing as is called REvELATION, I 
|, call'd it the OxAcres of Reason : I deſire 
for the future, that I may be better under- 
ſtood, that it may be called the Ox acres of 
the WII; that being a Title better ſuited 
to the SincteritY and Plainneſs with which 
I am reſolv'd to proceed. 


D 2 Tho“ 


[ 28 ] 


Tho' I doubt not, from what has already 
pas d, the judicious will readily fee the 
Excellence and Utility of my Deſign; yet 
as it is not to be expected all can take in 
ſuch large Proſpects of Things, i: cannot 
now be unuſeful to lay before you, not on- 
ly the many Negative, but Poſitive Ad- 
vantages that may immediately flow from 

a due and proper Application of the Great 


and FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES here laid 
_ down. 


Immediately then upon this Principle's 
taking place, you are ſure to be rid of 
PRiksrs and PRIESTCRAFT, and conſe- 
quently then there will be no occaſion for 
Crvkcn-LanDs and CHURcH-PLATE; and 
what Uſes they may be then apply'd to, a 
Hint only will ſufficiently inform you. You 
will have no Sawcy CREED, nor Drca- 
LoGvts to diſturb and perplex the Calm 
and Serenity of your Mind; nor in ſhort 
none of thoſe formidable Spectres and Bug- 
bears, which haunt you even in your Clo-, 
ſets, and ſet up what the PRIEST call the 
Hand- writing againſt the Wall; and make 
you reſtleſs even on Beds of Down. None 
of thele Things will ever any more moleſt 
you, and every Thing elſe that us d to 
trizht and amuſe you, in the methods of 


all 
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all other Superſtitions, will at once be ba- 
niſh'd out of your Thoughts. 


Take it in its Poſitive Advantages, and 
you are ſure to have a RELIOION you like; 
for your WIII only being the Rule of your 
Choice, you are ſure to have nothing that 
will grate upon, or diſtaſte you, He that 
has it in his Power to chooſe what he will, 
muſt blame himſelf if he is not pleas d. 
Your Religion you ſee lies in the leaſt 
Room you can imagine ; tis contain'd in 
a Monoſyllable, and the whole of it is com- 
prehended in this ſhort Comment; Tow 
may BELIEVE, and DO as you WILL. 


Nor will it more recommend it ſelf, on 
the Account of the eaſineſs and conciſe- 
neſs of the Precepts, than it will in the 
extenſiveneſs of its Subject; what the 
PRIEsrs call their CarHOLIcx-CRHuxcn will 
appear on the leaſt Attendance an empty 
Name, and tis I only have produc'd the 
Thing. For let it be confider'd, can the 
Wit of Man conceive a more Carnolicx 
PRINCIPLE, or What will every where be 
Univerſally received than this? You may 
do what you will ! Who is there that will 
2 with you in this Caſe? if in the 

pplication of it, it be allow'd to be unli- 
mitted and unconfin'd. To illuſtrate this 
in particulars, for Illuſtrations argue ; Do 


you 
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you believe there is no God? ſo you may 
if you WII. Do you believe all the Rx- 
LIGIONS at preſent in the World, to be on- 
ly Trick and Impoſture ? ſo you may. Turn 
it in another View; Do you believe Maho- 
met to be as true a Prophet as Chriſt ? Fox 
and Mrgglcton as Moſes? and ſo on, ad in- 
ſmitum. The only Anſwer that will be ex- 
acted of you is this, that you be SixckRE- 
Ly PrRxSUA DED, or in other Words, Wil- 
LING: That fo, and ſo it ſhould be, and 
then all Doubt about it immediately va- 
niſhes. And now tell me freely, is not 
this a moſt Ca rHOIl Iicx PRINCIPLE, and what, 
look the World round, Men will be natu- 
rally led to agree to ? 


Nor will, upon the leaſt Reflection, the 
TupEk and MoprRatiON zcontain'd in this 
Principle, appear Jeſs manifeſt, as it con- 
demns none. For if my Will, My WII 
I fay (for I lay it down as a fundamental 
Principle, that this ſhall be the Priviledge 
and Badge of Church Communion, or 
Church Memberſhip, or call it what you 
will) is the only Rule, then all Ccntention 
muſt of Neceſſty ceaſe, and Diſpute be at 
an End; when I can SINCERELY ſay fo, I 
am WiLL1NG, or will it ſhould be fo. 


You 


E 


You ſee by this what care I take to pre- 
vent ScxuisMs and Diviſions among the 
Members of this my new Corporation ; and 
this will be yet further apparent to you, 
when J am to inform you, that there ſhall 
be no ſuch Things as Penal Laws to en- 


| force my particular Determinations of the 


WII I this way, but all ſhall be free and un- 
conſtrain'd ; nor no HUMAN EnciNes con- 
triv d by Power to controul the utmoſt Li- 
berty and Freedom that human Nature 
can imagin. Tho' this by the Intelligent 
would have been eaſily ſeen to be the Con- 


| ſequenceof what I have ſaid before: Yet I 


thought the more particularly to mention it 
to take of all Apprehenſions of what the 
Pxixsrs and their Votaries call Penar Laws 
and Trsrs: Beſides, it will not be without 
its uſe, if well regarded, to our own Scheme 
it ſelf, and ſerve for a Principle of Unity 
and Church Communion. For as Union (as 
have often before upon other Occaſions in 
this Argument inculcated) in Religion does 
not conſiſt, as the PRIEs rs falſly contend, in 
an Agreement of the CREED or Belief, and 

| PRraAcTict of the ſame Things; but MuTvar 
Love, ForBEARANCE, and "TEMPER, in not 
cenſuring and condemning others that differ 
from us; and as it muſt be acknowledg'd 
true in the Experience of human bs 

that 
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that tho' every Man is very fond of having 
his own WII in every particular of this 
kind himſelf; yet he is not ſo readily inclin'd 
others ſhould have the ſame liberty; and 
therefore to prevent all difference and Ani- 
moſity this way, it is not only poſitively in- 
joyn'd by me, but neceſlary in the Nature 
and Reaſon of the Thing, that this Liberty 
ſhould be common, and enjoy'd by ail - 
without exception, and not any Lett or Mo- 

| leſtation given thereto. 


By this you find the Principle here laid 
down is an Unitixs as well as a Cartroricx 
PRINCIPLE ; and will hinder Mens Quarrel- 
ling and differing from one another, whieh 
as the PRIxsrs have never yet been able to 
effect, abundantly ſhows the excellency of 
what is here propos d, beyond what they 
could ever yet pretend to. 


Are you then deſirous of either LIBER TI 
or PeAcE in our Religion ꝰ Here you have 
them both provided for in the utmoſt La- 
titude. You are fo far from being pin'd 
down to the Dogmatick Rules and Preſcrip- + 
tions of the Prtesrs and their ReveLatiON 
in the firſt, that you are to take nothing of 
that kind from any Man, nay it is a Breach 
of your very FUNDAMENTAL PRINC1PrE of 

LiBeatY 


| + 


L 33 ] 

SP 

L1sexty, the making only your own Witr 
the Rui for him to pretend to offer any 
Thing that way, and muſt and ought to be 
reſented by you as ſuch; and as for the Se- 
cond, your Pra cx, ſhould any diſturbance be 
given you that way, by what the PRrgsrs 
call Contending for the Faith, you are imme- 


diately to Anſwer, every Thing of that kind 


exceeds its proper Bounds, when it offers it 
ſelf to another, the utmoſt extent of it only 
reaching to the Determination of him, and 
him only, who is PrRSADED or PLEASED, ot 
which at laſt is the beſt Word, WII ETH fo 
or ſo: Tis therefore but keeping cloſe to 
your Principle, and you are ſure both of Li- 
berty and Peace, and 'tis nothing but the 
breaking in upon the one, can give either 
of the other the leaſt Diſturbance. 


But as wide and diffufive as this our Rule 
may appear to be, I am now to obſerve 
it is not to be ſo unlimited and unconfin'd 
as to be determinative in every, but only the 
PRESENT TENSE: As to the Preter or Fu- 
ture, they are always to be ſubject thereto; 
ſo that tho ſo or ſo ſhould be my will to 
Day, I am not thereby oblig'd to will the 
ſame to Morrow ; or ſuch and ſuch was 
my will Yzsrzzpay, therefore it muſt be 
the ſame to Day : For this would be to 
abridge the Determinations of the Will 

E — 


LL. 
and conſequently the Liberty of it, when it 
ſhall ſee proper Occaſion to vary. All 
therefore as is neceſlary to us in every poſſi- 
ble Caſe, is only to determine our preſent 
Will in the Point before us, without any 


manner of regard to what has been, or may 
be our Will hereafter. 


hbo' thisisa Diſtinction that may ſeem 

at firſt View to repreſent the Rule we have 
laid down Precarious, and in many Inſtan- 
ces inconſiſtent and irreconcilable with it 
ſelt: Yet when it is conſider d the Neceſ- 
ſity and Emergency of Things muſt, and 
often will render a Change neceſſary, it 
muſt render it equally neceſſary to deter- 


mine it only to the preſent Tenſe, in or- 


der to give ſuch neceſſary Liberty for Al- 
teration, and conſequently ſuch a Limi- 
tation or Reſtriction put upon the Rule, is 


not in the leaſt a Cramping or Abridging its 


Liberty, but giving it it's full ſcope, and pre- 
ſerving it always at Harmony with it ſelf, 


The Nature and Advantages of the Rule 
laid down with the ſingle Reſtriction it is 
ſubject to, with reſpe& to Time, being ſut- 


 kicientlyexplaind, let us in the next Place 

conſider what Name we ſhall give, or how 
we ſhall diſtinguiſh it this way from all o- 
ther Churches and Religions at preſent in. 


being 
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being in the World: It being in every Part 
ſo abundantly diſtinguiſh'd from either the 
Jewiſh, Chriſtian, Mabometan, or Pagan Re- 
ligions, it cannot at leaſt, be equally pro- 
per to diſtinguiſh it in the Denomination or 
Name by which it ſhall be called; and there- 
fore I have thought and determin'd to call it 

«| * a Carnolicx PROTESTANT Chukcy. A 
| Catholick Church becauſe of its Rule being 

| fo Univerſal and extenſive, as to take in all 
Mankind: And a Proteſtant Church becauſe 
it protelts againſt, and condemns all other 
Churches but it ſelf. | 


| The Rule and Name of our preſent pro- 
|| pos'd Church and Religion thus fixed upon, 
we are led next by a very eaſy Tranſition of 
Thought to conſider who ſhall be the Mem- 
bers of this our New Cnguxcn and New 
I ReEt11c1on ; for let the Scheme be never ſo 
- | well perfected otherways, it muſt be allow'd 
a good and large Congregation is a Con- 
ſtitutive Ingredient, and without it our 


> | whole Project muſt prove vain and abortive. 
S 17 

. And for this as we have before obſerv'd, 
e | our Church is calculated for the whole 
W World, but as Great BRTrAm is the Place 


> | on which we ſhall beſtow the Favour of it's 

m. | Beginnings, it may not be amiſs a little to 

ag | conſider of ſuch Perſons as are fit for an ear- 
E 2 " 
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ly Admiſſion to Memberſhip therein, and 


theſe we ſhall reduce to three Denomina- 
tions, VIS. | 


The Arnklsr, 
The Disr, 
And the PERSVADIST. 


And Firſt, The ArhElsr. 

And here it cannot be improper to obſerve 
the Extenſive and CTanoricx SPIRIT by 
which the Religion I propoſe is acted, as ta- 
king in more Members into its Communi- 
on, than any which has gone before it. The 
ATre1sr, Ithink it will be readily admitted, 
has been a Perſon that has hitherto been ex- 
communicated from all Churches, and no 
Religions that ever Ihave yet heard of, have 
received him into their Communion : but in 
that which I propoſe to ſet up, he ſeems 
not only to have as good, but a better T1TLE 
than any other. No Man to be ſure uſes 
his WiLL more, and his UNDERSTANDING 
leſs, in the Choice of his CakxD than He; 


Memberſhip in that Religion, where the 


Pill and not the Underſtanding is alone 


made the Rule of Duty. But ſuch is the Na- 
ture and Conſtitution of the Religion, or 
Church] propoſe to ſet up; Ergo an Arnkisr 


and conſequently none fitter for Church | / 


but promiſe my ſelf for the future, all men- 
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is a very fit and proper Perſon to be a Mem- 
ber thereof. 


And thus I think I have very Logically 
prov'd the proper Title of the Arnxisr to 
Church Memberſhip. The next we propos d 
to examine into his Title, was the Dxisr. 


As for theſe Gentlemen, tho I muſt al- 
low them to be a very valuable Body, yet I 
muſt be ſo free with them, as to acquaint 
them, they muſt be under ſome little Regu- 
lation, before I can any ways admit them in- 
to my Church,or Communion. What I mean 
I have before taken occaſion to mention; 
and that is the Pretence of being determin'd 
only by ReasoN : This, as it ſets up the UN- 


© DERSTANDING, and not the Will, for the 


Rule of Duty, will be readily perceiv'd to 
claſh with our Fundamental Principle, which 
muſt upon no Account be receded from: 
And therefore, for the future they muſt al- 
ter their Language, and not ſay Thus, or 
Thus ſays my Reaſon, but Thus my Will de- 
termines. Nor muſt this be thought at all 
ſtiff and untraRable ; for the only Rule our 
Religion is ſubject to, being ſo very ſhort 
and eaſy, it muſt be infiſted on, that that 
ſhall be kept up to; and therefore I cannot 


tion of the Word Rx Asox will ceaſe * Z 
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theſe worthy Gentlemen, and that they will 
ſo far contorm to the reſt of their Brethren, 
as to make uſe of the Word WIT, inſtead 
thereof. 


The Arnxisr and the Drisr, being as 
I think fully fix d in our Communion, I am 
now led to look into the Pretenſions of 
the laſt of our propos d Candidates, which 
you will remember we call'd PęæRSVADISTS. 


J am ſenſible I ſhall be quarrell'd with 
here, by the empty wvhiffling Criticks, that 
I have here mace a new Word; but as the 
Dignity of my Character is alone a ſuffici- 
ent Reaſon for ſuch a Liberty, that might 
filence them: However, in Condeſcenſion 
to others who may be tempted to enquire 
what I mean by it, for them the following 
Explanation is given. By a PezrsVapisT 
then I mean, all ſuch who. are determin'd 
only by what they have of late choſe to 
call their PRS Asiox, which as it will very 
well comport with what I have choſe more 
properly to call the WII I, comes under the 
Rule we have fix d; and conſequently > of 
lifes them for our Church Memberſhip. 
Nor am I indeed very averſe to the Word 
it ſelf; it admitting of ſo handſome a La- 
titude. For, tho' no doubt from this Word, 
ſome will take the Liberty to ſay they are 


per- 
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perſuaded to be a Jiri, a Jem, an Infidel, &c. 
Others a Uuaker, Mug gletonian, Freethinker, 
or whatever other Denomination which the 
PRirsrs call Schiſm, Hereſy, Infidelity, and 
their other Scare-crow Words; yet, as they 
really in Fact mean by it only ſo, or ſo we will 
be, their Title to Church Memberſhip is 
not in the leaſt to be diſputed ; and tho' 
we would rather bring Matters to a UN1- 
FORMITY of WokDs, as well as MtaNnIncs, 
yet as that is not immediately to be effect- 
ed, I think it may not be amiſs to allow 
at preſent of ſome Indulgence of that kind. 
However, I cannot but recommend to you 
the ſooner we come to UN1FoRMITY 
this way, the better ; eſpecially, leaſt our 
Adverſaries ſhould by this means take oc- 
caſion to diſtract and confound us among 
our ſelves. __ 


Well, having by this Time, as I think, 
abundantly fitted up both your Cnuxcn 
and CONGREGATION, Which 1 doubt not 
you are ſufficiently ſatisfy'd will be very 
great and extenſive: Leaving now your 
REL1G10N, let us proceed to examine your 
Porrticar Capacity, which was the Se- 
cond View we propos'd to take of this 
our new Syſtem. . 


And | 
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And in this I promiſe to be all of a Piece 
with your Religion. So that as neither the 
PRixsrs, nor their Carr, have any thing 


to do with the one, they {hall be equally 


excluded all Share in the other: The Ac- 
count which Moſes and his Train of Prests 
ſince him, have given of the Original and 
Foundation of Government and Magiſtracy, 
ſhall here be equally exploded, with that 
they give in other Matters ; and particular- 
ly all Mankind's coming from the Loms 4 
dne, and conſequently from their very fi 
Creation and Production, born in a State of 
Subjection and Subordination one to ano- 
ther; more immediately mark'd out as ab- 
furd and incredible, and the more ratio- 
nal Account of this Matter, vis. That all 
Mankind ſprung like Muſhrooms, out of the 
Earth in a Night, and were therefore pro- 


duc'd at firſt in a perfect State of EauA- 


LITY, and whenever they appear'd to be 
otherwiſe, it was all the effect of Pact and 
Agreement, ſet up in its ſtead. 


Thus much being premis'd, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to ſtate the difference of your Polity 
and Government, from that which the 
Pxtesrs and their CRArr have every were 
ſet up, in theſe two diſtinct Views. Viz. 


Fiſt, 
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Firſt, In its Original and Foundation; 
And 
Secondhy, In the Sanctions that belong 
thereto. 
And as to it's Original, (5c. 


This you may be very ſure was not as the 
PRI Ess tell you from God, but the Proprk. 
| You have I doubt not, obſerv'd before me 
already; the Belief of a Cod, is no neceſſary 
Article of the Religion I have ſet up: But 
which fide of the Queſtion ſoever you are 
willing ſhould be true, (tor you will remem- 
ber it turns on that) vis. whether there be, 
or be not a God? Here you may be very cer- 
tain he never interpoſes in any Thing that 
relates to Magiſtrates ; and tho' the PR IESTS 
tell us that he ſets up one and pulls down ano- 
ther, and that there is No Potver of this kind 
but of him : Yet nothing can be more evi- 
dent than that every Thing of this Nature, 
as it came at firſt from the Aggregated Bo- + 
dy of the People, ſtill remains wholly in their 
will and pleaſure, and is to be alter'd and 
modify'd as they think tit. 


Tho' the Advantages of this Scheme will 
be readily ſeen by the Judicious : Yet as it 
has been my Method or Condeſcenſion to 
make every Member ot my Body Politick 
| ſenlible thereof; my next Bulinels is to pre- 

| F ſent 
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ſent ſome of them to their more immediate 
Apprehenſion. As by this means then they 
are ſure to be rid of every Thing the Px STS 
and their CxArr have hitherto propos d of 
this kind: So they are equally ſure by them 
to have no other ſort of Oeconomy, than 
what they ſhall choole themſelves, and con- 
' ſequently as they will have nothing in their 

Religion but what they {hall WII I or pleaſe : 
| fo neither ſhall they have any thing in their 
Government but what they ſhall themſelves 
make CHoice ot. I need not, I think, tell how 
much by this the Spi r Or LintertTyY will 
obtain, the very mention of what has paſs'd 
ſufficiently ſuggeſting it. No Man to be 
ſure can think himſelf abridg'd, who has his 
own Choice, and that being the very eſſen- 
tial and conſtitutive Principle upon which we 
are to be acted; nothing can more amply 
n for every Thing we can wiſh of that 

ind. 


Beſides, as this Principle levels all Man- 
kind to an exact Par and Equality, and makes 
us (as I have upon other Occaſions of the 
like Nature obſerv d) all Born to the ſame 
Rights and Priviledges: It muſt conſequently 
give every Body at leaſt ſome Chance for a 
conſiderable ſhare in the Adminiſtration ; 
which as it cheriſhes thoſe hopes which no 
other Scheme yet in being can ever give 

1 Birt 
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Birth to, muſt upon that Account be a migh- 
ty Encouragement for every Body to joyn 
in with it. But leaſt while it is only my In- 
tent to encourage your hopes, I ſhould raiſe 
your Preſumption: I cannot but take Occa- 
caſion to obſerve to you by way of Preven- 
tion of miſtake that might poſſibly take place, 
that tho' with regard to your Politicks as 
well as your Religion, every Man is to 
have his own WII or Cnoicx, and the par- 
ticular manner or Modification of either of 
theſe, is to be determin'd wholly by what 
we ſhall WII or Chooſe: Yet in the latter 
Caſe this Rule or Principle is not ſo entirely 
to be determin'd by Inpivipuars, as in the 
former; my meaning is, That tho' every 
Man {ingly confider'd, has by Virtue of this 
Principle a Liberty of Believing, or being of 
what Religion he will, yet this Prin- 
ciple ſhall not be fo extended, as that he ſo 
ſingly conſider' d, ſhall only ſubmit to, and 
be ruled by what Government he will : And 
the Reaſon of this is plain, for tho' Religion 
(which is a matter of Speculation only, and 
ſo of no Conſequence whether we are right 
or wrong in it) may be diverſity'd and vary'd 
| juſt as every Man ſhall think fit; and if there 
be a God, (as I have before obſervd) he Has 
No FavovkiTE Or1nion *, and conſequently 
nothing of that kind is worth our Conteſt : 


* See the laſt Paper of the Independent Whigg. 
F 2 f Yet 
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Yet in Government or Politicks the Caſe 
cannot be ſo; becauſe it nothing of this kind 
can be fix'd or ſettled, till every Individual 
{hall Will or Agree to it, there never will be 
any Settlement: And fo our great and noble 
Scheme will be without a Body Politick. 


I am very well appriz'd the Superficial, up- 
on my Stating this Difficulty, will immedi- 
_ ately conclude me brought to this Dilem- 
ma, Viz. That either the Principle I have 

laid down in Politicks, That we ſhall have 
only ſuch a Government or Magiſtracy, as we 
Kall Will or Chuſe, muſt fail, or elſe we can 
by it have No ſuch Thing as Government or 


Magiſtrac at all. | 


But in Anſwer to this, I can aſſure them 
it is my full purpoſe to part with neither of 
them, I mean the Principle, nor the Covern- 
ment ; for as I defign my ſelf a conſiderable Part 
in the one, ſo I dont doubt but I ſhall be 

thought worthy of it, upon my having in- 
| vented, and fo clearly propos d the other. 
I proceed therefore next to the Clearing of 
the Difhculty, and proving their Conſiſtency 
will each over. © : 


And this will very readily * by the 
Diſtinction I have already at leaſt ſuggeſted, 
between the Determination of the Will in 
Religion and Politicks ; in the one it is ap- 
5 plicable 
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plicable to every individual, in the other it 
is not: And le.ſt this ſhould be thought a 
Salvo only to skin over the preſent ſore, and 
not thought of at my firſt ſetting out : I am 
to remind you that when I told you Govern- 
ment was only to be reſoly'd into the Wirr 

and Choice ot the People, I ſpoke of the 
+ People not as Individuals, but as aggregated, 
and fo conſequently to be confider'd as Col- 
lectively; and under this View ſtill inſiſt 
their will and Choice is to give it being, un- 
der what Form or Modifications they ſhall 
think proper. 


Having thus ſettl'd and fix d the Fountain 
and Original of your Politicks, and clear d 
it from ſome Difficulties that might ſeem to 
lye in your way, I proceed to conſider them 
in what I propos'd ſhould be the ſecond view, 
in which they were to be e vig. The 


| Sanctions which are annex d to them. 


And I can promiſe you theſe ſhall be no- 
thing of the ſame kind that the Pxresrs pre- 
tend to: Their empty Terrors of another 
World and bigg mouth'd Word Damnation, 
{hall haveno Place in our whole Scheme of 
Politicks: So that it you manage your ſelves 
| fo as to eſcape being hang'd, you are dil- 
charg'd at once from all fear of being 


damn d. 
Their 
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Their Accounts of Rebellion being as the 
Sm of Witchcraft, with all the bluſtring Chi- 
cane they uſe of that kind, you are allow'd 
to ſneer and laugh at; and this ſingle Reaſon 
is ſufficient to ſilence all they have to offer of 
that Nature; that they are only the imma- 


ginary Bugbears of PRIESTCRAET, and there- 


fore at once to be exploded and made the 
Jeſt of Mankind. 


And this, upon a very little Reflection, 
will let you into the Me asvxes of your 
SUBM1SS1ON, Which being by this means tranſ- 
ter d from what they call Coxscitnce to 
Warn, or, the Fear of preſent Puniſhment, 
you will conſequently have need of no other 
Motive or Rule for your Actions in every 


PossiBIE Cas, but what may be reduc'd to | 


theſe two Heads. 1 


Firſt, Your Eaſe; and 
Secondly, Your Ambition. 


| 


* 


| 


Both of theſe you will find not only efſen-. | + 


tial to the Conſtitution it ſelt, but alſo you 
will eaſily obſerve them abundantly expreſ- 
five of that Sr1kiT Or LIEERTV in its utmoſt 
Latitude, which will run thro' the whole. 


Firſt, 


or 14 
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Firſt, Then as it relates to your Eaſe. 


And this you will readily perceive will 
guard you againſt any Attempts ot Altera- 
tion, or making Revolutions in Government; 
where you are not ſure you have ſufficient 
Numbers and Strength to effect them: For 
tho' as I before obſerv'd, you are quitted 
from all fear of being Damn'd upon this Ac- 
count, yet this can never be made a Reaſon, 
that you ſhould not take Care you are not 


hang d. In order therefore to your Security, 


you muſt always be ſure to make Choice of 
the ſtrongeſt fide, and if ever you do miſ- 
carry, go however to the Gallows with this 
— tnat you had at leaſt three to one 
odds. 


As it is impoſſible amidſt the Viciſſitudes 


olf Human Life, to lay down any certain and 


never failing Maxims of Eaſe and Security, 
yet I cannot but think what I have here of- 
fer d may go as far that Way, as any that 

have as yet been propos'd to the World, 


Nor will it appear of leſs Uſe in the 


forming what you are to call your Legiſla- 


tive Power, than to your own private Eaſe 
and Security. For whatever the damn'd 
Civilians, or Writers in Law and Equity 

8 (who 


1 


(who are at bottom no other than the 
Spawn of the PRIEST) may ſuggeſt to the 
contrary, nothing can in Nature be ſo em- 
phatically Law, as that which reſults from 
the WII of the Majority; conſequently, 
the great and fundamental Principle we 
have ſo often inculcated, of the WII, be- 
ing the only Rule of Duty, appears in its 
Application, adequate and deciſive, both 
in Church and State. 


You ſee as I would have you all breath 
a Srikir of Linekty, I would alſo have 
you do it with EAsE and Sxcuxrrx, and 
therefore it was I placd your Eaſe as a 
proper Spring of your Actions, before your 
Ambition, which you are only to attend to 
in the Second Place: And tis I muſt own 
the greateſt Difficulty has occurr'd to me in 
my whole Scheme, to make theſe two com- 

port and agree with each other; Eaſe being 
in its Nature, ſuch an indolent, idle, Ambi- 
tion; ſuch a reſtleſs, active Principle, that 
they ſeem like Fire and Water, declared 
Enemies, and Contradictions in Nature. 
But however, that we may provide in ſome 
meaſure for the Gratification of both theſe 
as far as poſſible we can, and indeed as 
our Scheme it ſelf would not be compleat 
without ſome ſuch Proviſion were made, 

we 
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we ſhall purſue the Order of our Diſcourſe» 
and ſee what can be done of that kind. 


By your AMz1T10N then 1 am to inform 
you in the firſt Place, you are not to un- 
derſtand barely the deſire of Groxy in fo 
abſtracted a Senſe, as to exclude that of 
RicHts. For as the Scheme of Politicks 
would propoſe to you, is not without its 
Dignities, neither is it well to be carried 
on without Money. Nor have we found 
in the moſt eminent Inſtances, the Love of 
Glory, and the Love of Money, Things 
ſo hard to be join'd together, but that they 
have often been united together in the 
ſame Perfon. The PRIESsTSs indeed have 
told us in their CRArr, of Men-fearing 
God, and hating Covetouſneſs, but as tis 
the whole of our Deſign to quit you from 
the FEAR of the one, there conſequently can 
be no Neceſſity for HATRRDH of the other. 
Nay, ſo far is it from it, that there ſeems 
to me a fort of neceſſary concomitancy to 
take Place in this Caſe : So that he that de- 
fires to be GREAT in our preſent Scheme 
of Politicks, muſt, by a kind of Order in 
Nature, firſt be Ricn. = 


And this I have the rather mention a, to 
give Encouragement to the cunning con- 
triving, as well as the bluſtring fighting Fel- 

G low, 
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low, leaſt it ſhould be thought by my men- 
tioning the Word Ambition, the main Ad- 
vantages of my Defign were only intend- 
ed for them. No, I'll aſſure you, as I my 
ſelf never yet wore a red Coat in my Life: 
So, it is not in my Thoughts to give up 
the conſiderable Share I expect to have in the 
Adminiſtration, only to thoſe whoſe whole 
Notion of Politicks turns on the Methods 
ol forming a Camp. 


This I mention not only to ſhow the 
whole Scheme will be carry'd on without 
any partial Regards ; but as by this means 
the two great Springs of our Actions, our 
Eaſe and Ambition might be made better to 
Comport and Harmonize with each other : 
For as the ſame Ends of Ambition and Cov- 
etouſneſs may be purſued, and indeed of- 
ten are with more Succeſs, by the Methods | 
of Cunning and Contrivance, than by open 
Violence and boldly daring Attempts : So in 
theſe Methods we are undoubtedly more 
{ſecure of our Eaſe and Tranquillity in their 
Acquirements : And as both your Eaſe and 
Ambition are to be the Motives of your 
Actions; this way may not improperly be 
uſed for their Mutual and joyat Gratifica- 
tion. 


* 
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I need not I think, tell you how man) 

fine Things may be Compris'd in theſe two 
Words, EAsE and AmziTIon ; nothing be- 
ing more certain, than that by their Grati- 
f cation, every thing we can almoſt deſire in 
Life, may be included. He was a merry 
Fellow, whatever the-Prieſts may ſay to 
the contrary, who laid down that Maxim, 
let us Eat and Drink, for to morrow we dye 
For, when it is confider'd that Dye we muſt, 
and then as one of our brave Fellows for- 
merly has told us, theſe Spirits (as the Prieſts 
call them) of ours, will melt into ſoft Air; 
and that the beſt of us ſind little Diſtinction 

in the Duſt: Surely a Man would make 
the moſt of his Time, and lay out Life to as 
many merry Purpoſes as he can. Now the 
Gratification of our Eaſe and Ambition ta- 
king in all we can think of, of that kind, I 
haye therefore choſe thus to aſſix them as 
the great Rules and Principles, by which we 
are to be mov'd. | 


They that ſhall think by my only menti- 
oning EAsE and AmiT10N, I have not made 
any Proviſion for their PLEASURE, have not 
conſider'd the Latitude in which theſe two 
Words are to be taken; for as our Eaſe 
will very naturally lead us to the defire of 
our Coach, and our Ambition will very rea- 

| G2 dily 
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dily advance that Deſire to our Coach and 
Six, with all the Circling Splendours belon- 
ing thereto: So it is very eaſy from hence 
to infer, nothing under ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces can be ſuppoſ d to be deny d to our 


Pleaſures, place them in what Scenes of 


Delight we will; and this the very Reaſon 


and Nature of the Thing abundantly fpeaks 


of it ſelf, becauſe we can never be ſuppo- 
ſed throughly at Eaſe, while we have in us 


a reſtleſs Deſire after any Thing, with 


which we cannot be gratify'd. 


Having thus as I think, laid before you 
the whole of my preſent Scheme, both as 
it relates to Religion, and Politicks, and 
thown you the great Rule to which they 


are ſubject, with the ſeveral Advantages 


that flow therefrom, it may not be amiſs 


to take ſuch a Retroſpective View thereot 
as may convey the Idea of it in the moſt 


narrow, and conſequently moſt intelligible 
compaſs into our Minds. You will remem- 
ber then the only Rule, to which your Re- 
ligion and Politicks are ſubject, being your 
WIII, only with this Diſtinction, in regard 
to the Later, by your WIII you are to un- 
derſtand the WII I of the Majority; every 
Thing therefore that Claſhes with that, 


muſt conſequently be rejected by you, and 


oppoſed with Might and Main: But be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe ſomthing of this kind muſt be expec- 
ted, beyond what I have already mention'd 
to you; leaſt our Great and Fundamental 
Rule ſhould be tumbl'd down for want of 
having proper Skill to defend it, I have 
thought it convenient in this Concluding 
Part of my Diſcourſe, to lay ſomething of 
this kind before you, not only the more 
fully to give it a clear and irreſiſtable Con- 
tutation; but to anticipate the Difficulty ir 
might otherwiſe give you, were you not 


thus forearm'd againſt it. 


It will then probably be argu'd, not on- 
ly by Przesrs, but ſome others who value 
themſelves on their Metaphyſicks, That up- 
on Suppoſition of what I have here laid 
down taking Place and being received as 
the Rule and Standard of all our Actions, 
both Religious and Civil, viz. The Will only 


it the Rule of Duty: Not only every ſuch 


Thing as is call'd Divine Revelation muſt 
ceaſe, but every ſuch Thing as Poſitive and 
ſtanding Law and Moral Rectitude, with 
the Eternal Diſtinctions of Good and Evil. 


And to all this Pomp of Expreſſion, my 
Anſwer is very ſhort, viz. This is very true; 


and not only ſo, but every Conſequence 


generally urged of this kind, againſt this 
my Great and Fundamental Principle, is 
: „ readily 
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readily admitted: And this notwithſtand- 
ing is ſo far from frighting me from the 
thorough Proſecution thereof in all its Bran- 
ches, That I take my Encouragement from 
the Oppoſition I find made to me of this 
kind: For whatſoever the Prejudice of Edu- 

cation and the ſeveral Superſtitions which 
have in ſo great a obtained in the 
World, and which it is my profeſs'd Deſign 
_ toaboliſh and deſtroy, may ſuggeſt to the 
contrary : there neither 1s, nor can be any 
Thing more indubitably certain than this, 
That what we call Virtue and Vice, Good 
and Evil, are not Things diſtin in their 
own Nature, but perfectly Arbitrary and 
Determin'd wholly by the Concluſions of 
the Will; and this appears by this Demon- 
ſtration, take away the Will which gives 
Birth to any Action, and that Action is 
Therefore, and only Therefore irregular 
and unjuſtifiable ; add to it the Concurrence 
of the Will, and then it Commences both 
regular and Juſtifiable: So that you ſee 
the Nature of an Action is to be here deter- 
mind, not from any Moral Turpitude ſup- 
pos'd to be contain d in the Action it ſelf ; 


tor this only could reſult from poſitive Law, 


which muſt be fix'd and certain, but from 
the Will of the Agent, which according to 
the different Exigencies and Appearance 
of Things determines or concludes So 

or 
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or So: And from hence, and only from 


hence, are to be fetch'd the Diſtinctions of 
Right and Wrong, Good and Bad. 


The Conſequence that immediately here- 
upon takes Place, that the Diſtinctions of 
Good and Evil muſt by this means be, if 
not totally deſtroy'd, render'd at leaſt ex- 


ceeding variable and Precarious, is ſo far 


from being deny'd, that I look upon it as 
one of the Perfections neceſſarily reſulting 
from the great and Fundamental Principle 
I have laid down, that ſo it muſt and ſo 
ſhould be; and in nothing does this more 
readily appear than in the Serzit of Li- 
BERTY COntain'd herein, which is ſo far from 
being abridg'd and dictated to, by any im- 
perious and imaginary Laws of others, that 
it is not without the utmoſt Latitude of 
Power, of Changing and Altering thoſe 
that ſhall be made by themſelves. 


Having by this means quitted you from 
the Apprehenſions of the Idle and imagi- 
nary Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, and 
determin'd the Notion and Modification of 
them to what you will your ſelves: I am 
lead in the next Place to obſerve to you it 
may poſſibly be objected, That tho' this 
Principle may be made to comport well 
enough in Religion, which is to be _ 
min 
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min'd only to Individuals, and a Man 
is not in that to be accountable to any Body 
but himſelf: Yet it cannot ſo well be 
thought to run ſmooth, and without conſi- 
derable rubbs and Interruptions in Civil 
Life. For my Will (it may be argu'd) be- 
ing my only Rule, ſhould that incline me 
by Violence and what is call'd Robbery, to 
take another Man's Money or Goods, or 
lye with his Wife or Daughter, &c. It is 
Ten to one but his Will wlll equally encline 
him to ſend me to the Gallows, or knock 
me o' th' Head; now the Queſtion immedi- 
ately ariſes what muſt be done in Caſe of 
ſuch oppoſite and different Wills, and how 
the Spikrr of LI ER TI I ſo much boaſt of, 
can be preſerv'd in both 2 


But however intricate this may. appear 
at firſt ſight, the Anſwer to it is very eaſy : 
For tho the Nature and Conſequence of 
each of theſe different Wills cannot be de- 
| termin'd (as I own by the Principle I have 
ſo much inculcated) by any ſuch Thing as 

ſitive Law: Vet may they by ſome other 
Rules of Action it may be remember'd, I 
have laid down in this Diſcourſe; and thoſe 
where you will call to mind your Eaſe and 
Ambition. You will naturally gather, the 
Firſt of theſe can never find its Gratification, 
where we have not Strength to Effect what 

we 
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we Will, or Deſire, conſequently the very 
End we propoſe ſuch, or ſuch an enjoyment 
ceaſes where there is not Power ſufficient 
to attain it. In all ſuch Caſes therefore, 
we are to conſider, That tho' we are not 
at all abridg d in our Deſires, by any Thing 
like what may be called Law, or Moral Rec- 
titude : Yet ought we to be ſo by our own 
Eaſe, or if you will, the Fear of Puniſh- 
ment. For let our Wills never ſo ſtrongly 
encline usto, and after another Man's Mo- 
ney or his Wife, Cc. Yet it can never en- 
cline us to that which muſt and will be the 

Conſequence of ſuch a WIL and Inclina- 
tion, the being Hang d, or knock d o'th' 

Head, for attempting to put it in Execution. 


Having got clear thus fat, I am now to 
inform you, ſome of my private Friends, to 
whom I have communicated the whole of 
my Project, have told me I have wrong d 
ſome very worthy Gentlemen of theit Pro- 
erty, and ſuch Gentlemen too as I my ſelf 
49k allow'd to have been confidetably 
uſetul even to my preſent Deſign. The 
” Perſons hete meant are ſome ofthe Clergy, 
 Whoby my Stiff and Tenacious Adheſion to 
the Purpoſe of excluding all Pxitsrs out 
of my Church, are by me deprived of — 
LE H the 
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the Advantages of a Project, to which they 


had with more than common Labour and 
Study pav d my Way. | 


To clear up this, tho' I muſt till Rick 
faſt to my firſt Reſolution, of having not 
ſo much as the Name of a Prieſt in my 
New Church and Religion: vet for the 


{ake of thole for whom this Repreſentation - | 


is made, whole ſuggeſted Merits I muſt 
own my ſelf in ſome meaſure ſenſible of; 
I am willing to admit them upon the Al- 
teration of their Name, to ſome other which 
ſhall hereafter think proper for them, & their 


immediately Stripping off their Gown and 


Caſſock, which indeed ought to have been * 
| 


pull'd off long before : And after this, 
thorough Purgation from their whole Polu- 
tion, both in Name and Garments: I am 
farther willing for their Encouragement, 


they ſhall retain the ſame Revenues, they 


at preſent ſtand poſſeſs d off, as long as they 
{hall appear to be fully ſenſible of their for- 
mer abominable Sin and Wickedneſs. 


And this I agree to not only upon the- | - 


Interceſſion that has been made for them, and 


tte remarkable Merit ſome of them have of 


late diſplay d; but alſo to ſhow the excel- 
lent Church and Religion I have here pro- 


pos d 


| 


[ 
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pos'd to the. World, is not without the 
power of Abſolution, and receiving Peni- 


tents. For however, this may have been 
repreſented as a TRA by fome : Yet it 
cannot but have been obſerv'd in the Caſe 
of all other Rebellions, how much Am- 
NEsTY and OBLivion, has contributed to 
the putting an End to publick Oppoſition 


and Diſorder; and therefore it cannot be 


improper in the preſent Caſe, to make ſome 
fuch Proviſion as may not drive even the 
PrersTs themſelves to Deſperation, ande on- 
vince them that our Quarrel with them, is 
not ſo entirely perſonal ; but that upon part- 


ing both with their Cx Arr and their Fux- 


criox, they may be receiv'd and entertain- 
ed with the ſame Encouragments as other 
Men; and in this we will promiſe ſo far 
to differ from all other Syſtems of Poli- 
ticks have hitherto appear'd, as not only 
to receive and encourage the Treaſon 
but afterwards in ſome degree Reward even 


the Traytor himſelf. 


And now after above Thirty Years La- 


| ' bour and Pains to bring my great and Im- 


portant Project to bear; after the Difh- 
culty of the Times thro' which I have 
paſs'd ; the many and various Shapes I have 


put on to this purpoſe ; you have it at laſt. 
| Hz  tniſhd 
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finiſh'd, and now propos d and preſented to 
you, open and «=; Karp the utmoſt Sin- 


cerity without any Daub, or Colouring ta 


make it appear what it really is not. When 


you reflect on the ſeveral Beauties and Ex- 


cellencies in all its Parts ; how uſeful, how 
beneficial the Proſecution of it muſt proye 
to Mankind, none ſure, but will joyn a Hand: 
for its ſupport and carrying on; and as 1 
am fully — nam what has been already |. 
{aid, has abundantly ſpoke its recommenda- 

tion : So I ſhall not fill, or burden the Re- 


maining Part of theſe Papers with any Thing | 


more of that kind, but only to prevent Re- 


lapſing after ſuch an ample Field of Liberty | 


and Freedom from the Slavery Superſtition, | 
and Vaſſalage you have ſo long labour d un- 
der, is ſet before you: Let me lay before | 
you ſome Parts of the Speech of our Great 
Head and Leader, when he was exciting | 
his Revolting Angels, to much fuch ano- 
ther Glorious Enterprize of Liberty and 
Freedom as we have here been inculcating, 
and laying before you, vis. 


2 


Er 


; t Vid:, Milton's Speech of Satan to excite to Rebellion. 
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f' Bill ye ſubmit your Necks, aud chooſe to bend, 
Abe Supple Knee ? ye will not, if Teruſt' 
To know you right, or if you know your ſelves 
Natives aud Sous of Heaven, poſſeſt before 
By none, and if not equal. all, yet Free, 
Equally Free; — — 
F/ho can in Reaſon then, or right aſſume 


| Monarchy, over ſuch as live by Right; 
His equals, if in Power, and Splendor kfs, 


In FxEEDOM equal ? or, can introduce 
Law and Edict on us, who without Law, 


Err not, much leſs for this to be our Lard, 
And look for Adoration to th Abuſe 


of thoſe imperial Titles which afſert 
Our being ordain'd to govern not to ſerve. 


I meddlenot with the Fable of the Prieſts 


the Poet here alludes to, the whole of my 


Intent of laying the Paſſage before you, be- 
ing to give you 2 lively Image ofthe Spirit 


of LiBzatY and Fxeepom, by which you 


a... — 


. | 
— — — — — 


[6] 
which, as I thought it to be 
here excellently well expreſs d, it tempted 


me thus fully to exhibit the whole of my 
Thoughts as twere in Epitomy.in the pre- 


are to be ated. 


ceeding Lines. 


And now having as I think, ſufficiently 
propos d and ſettled the whole of my 
Scheme, I ſhall conclude all with a Word 
or two of Advice for the better carrying on, 
and preſerving thereof to future Generations: 
And what I have to offer of this kind, ſhall 
at preſent be reduced to theſe two Parti- 
culars, vis. | 


_ Firſt, with regard to your Manage- 


ment, or, Conduct towards the 
 Pariesrs; and 
Secondly, towards their Cxarr. 


And firſt of the Patesrs, Gr. 


This you muſt keep up as a fix d and 
ſtanding Practice never to ceaſe Raning 
and declaiming againſt them ; Every Thing 
that is the moſt Black and Villanous, mul 
be nn laid to their Charge, and 


this you mult ſo manage, as to make 


 Pxrtsrs of all Religions to be the ſame. I 


muſt own it has been much practis d, and 
that too, even by my ſelf with very good 
8 Succeſs 
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Succeſs, to diſtinguiſh them under the 
Names of Porisn and Hien PRnsrs; but 
as the Time now is come for our Manifeſt- 
ing our SINCERITY, as well as Hatred this 
way, the utmoſt Openneſs and Plainneſs, 
muſt be uſed by us, and conſequently ſuch 
Artfull Diſtinctions, muſtceaſe for the Future. 


They that cannot ſee the Neceſſity of 
this, do not conſider how uſeful this is to 
keep up the Spirit and Averſion of the Peo- 
ple againſt them, which being thoroughly 
effected, our Project ſtands eſtabliſh'd of 
Courſe : The Difficulty of doing this is no- 
thing, the meaneſt of our Members being 
abundantly qualify'd herein, and every little 
Ale-Houſe may be made the Scene of their 
Exerciſes. No Story can be thought of 
this way ſo ridiculous and improbable, but 


what if it carry's the Parſon of the Pariſh in 
it's Application, may be of Uſe; and in the 


Methods of Writing, what we call Spmir 
and GeN1vs, is fo far from being neceſlary, 
that the very Excrements of Writers, will 


do as well as the moſt labour'd and refin'd. 


In this Province, every Fool may have his 
full Scope and Licence, and *tis not a Far- 
thing Matter whether, he appear ſo much 
as to have Common Sence, ſo he does but 


maniteſt to the World he has more than 


Common Malice: But with regard to the 
I CRAET, 
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Carr, more Care miſt be taken in the 
MaxAckks, wich as it was the ſecond Par- 


ticular in which we propos d to adviſe, we 2 3 


now proceed to it. 


In order to the better -expoſitig of this; 1 
hold it highly requiſite, That he that enga- 
ges this Way, be conſiderably vers d in, 
and have ſome Knowledge ot ĩt himſelf ; to 
this End it will immediately be fouid- . 
ceſlary, That the Man who ventures to 
attack and Buffoon the the Parſon from 
his Book, muſt at leaſt, be as 4 Tex- 
tuariſt as the Parſon himſelf: For tho I 
muſt allow, there is not any thing more dull 
and ſleepy in Nature, than Scripture when 
it comes from the Doctor in the Pulpit: 
Let I muſt equally declare, I have my ſelf 
in the moſt repeated Experience, found more 
Picquancy and Life in tome of my own lu- 
dicrous Turns of this kind, than in all my 
other moſt labour'd Strains of Wit and Ora- 
tory. I readily acknowledge I had the leſs 
Occaſion to mention this to you, becauſe 
it is grown of late, mightily into requeſt, 
and ſeems in all Parts bf Converſation, to 
make a main Part of Modern Politenels : 
However, as all who have a Genius herein 

might not ſo readily apprehend what conſi- 
derable Parts they might be call'd to engage 
in, in our.-pteſent Deſign, I thought it pro- 


f all for Fools: So I cannot but at this Time 
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per to give them this Hint of their ap- 
proaching Advancement. 


As from my very firſt Entrance into this 
Work, I reſolvd to propoſe nothing to 
ou, ſhould in the leaſt abridge you in your 

Mirth, ſo I muſt in the next part of my Ad- 
vice to you, recommend that in all your 

Rer uners with the PRirsrs and their 

Carr, you be ſure to keep up the Laugh. 

Serioulneſs in the Religion I propoſe, will 
| be direct Arrosracr, and therefore, muſt 
| always be flownas the Peſtilence; beſides, 

| I muſt farther obſerve to you to be Grave, 

would d the very End you propole 
this way, and at once, bring PRixsrs and 
their Crarr again into Reputation; no, no, 
take it from the Sage Concluſions of my 

Age, Experience and Studies, if you would 

get rid of PRIxsTSs and PRNSTCcRATT, you 

muſt not attempt to Reason, but LAuon 

them out of the World. 8 


And here it cannot be improper to put 
even LAVuCHTER it ſelf under ſome Regu- 
lation; for as it is one of the Weakeſt Parts 
of the Argument between the Pais rs and 
us we can poſſibly engage in, to beg them 


whiſper it among Friends, that many Times 
by their Management of the Argument, 
1 . 


66 


even in our own merry Way, we are made 
to look DAxx'D SI, when we plum' d 


our ſelves with the vain Imagination of 


being mighty WirtTy ; I ſhall never be able 


my ſelf, to errace the Scars of the Wounds | 
I receivd this way from that Toap, E 
CHARD, when I was known to the World by |. 
the Name of Hosss; and therefore as the WW? 


Poet had it; 
Dear bought Experience told me what is true, 


AndasI would convey the whole of this 
Grokiovus Protect to Poſterity, upon the 
ſame ſolid Foundations upon which I have 
begun it: Icould not but point out to you, 

ſuch Difficulties as I foreſaw would fall in 


your Way, the better to Arm your Cauti- | 


on againſt them. 


Upon the whole, tho it may be thought 


I have not acted without ſome Regard to my 
own Emolument, yet all muſt readily ac- 


knowledge how much I have withal con- 


ſulted your Good. The Pains and Study 
| haye been at to fix and ſettle FIRST 
PRINCIPLES, has taken from me Room for 
IxFERRENCE and Appiication : I doubt 
not all my Ingenious and worthy Readers 
will do that Work for me ; and therefore 
eo 


And Friendſhip bids me tell thoſe Truths to you ; 
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to their leiſure and future Application 1 
leave it. As the different Sizes of Human 
Underſtanding has always ſubjected all o- 
ther Eſlays to Diſpute and Contradiction, 
this being only addreſs d to the Witt, muſt 
I flatter my ſelf, be free from that Inconve- 
niency: I know not whether my Perſonal 
Character in not being a Gentleman Born, 
may be made any Reflection; but if I ſuf- 
fer upon that or any other Account, tis no 
more than what Eminent Writers muſt 
always expect to bear. I have no more to 
add, but that here are juſt Sheets enough 
(as my Bookſeller informs me) to make a 
Twelve Penny Compoſition, and ſo I bid 
you heartily Farewel. 
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